Greetings to all my fellow Adirondack Chapter FCF members and Ranger leaders throughout the NY Ministry

Network! My prayers have been that each of you have been safe, are well and have kept the faith during this
pandemic interruption affecting our lives. I hope that you have been able to be a blessing and witness to others as
well. Even during such trials such as this, “God is Good” and He has been in control as we have had nothing to
fear. I look forward to hearing the many testimonies of how God has prevailed in your lives.
It has been a while since we have had the opportunity to see and fellowship with one another, both FCF and all
Royal Ranger leaders and boys. This is the reason that this newsletter is directed to everyone. I miss all of you
very much and look forward to gathering once again very soon.
As such, during the midst of this “shutdown” there has been an absence of prior newsletter updates published, as
well as, the cancelation of several significant events including the Spring Trace, Camporamma and JLDA/Pow
Wow that has kept us separated. Nonetheless, there are some important, positive and encouraging news items to
bring to your attention, including some general issues for our FCF members.

Announcements
It is my first priority and privilege to provide some great news
as it pertains to the NY Royal Rangers FCF Adirondack
Chapter. It's truly “UNBELEIVABLE”, as it is with extreme
pride and humility to announce for the 4th consecutive year that
the FCF Adirondack Chapter was awarded at the NER
Empower Conference in January with the Territory’s most
coveted ‘Eagle Award’ as the top Chapter. However, the icing
on the cake was at the National LEAD Conference in early
March, the Chapter not only received recognition for the twelfth
(12) consecutive year for achieving a Five ‘5’ Star Chapter
rating for our accomplishments, BUT, also received the
‘Hawkeye” Award for being the #1 Chapter in the nation.
(62 chapters)
In addition, the Colonials Territorial Representative who is a member of our Chapter also received top honors as
well for the our Territory and all of its chapters.
I can only continue to express and convey the sentiments of dedication and hard work that our members have
done. I know that it is not for our own reward but done to glorify the Lord. Nevertheless, I want to thank all of
you. THANK YOU! Job well done. I hope that this will encourage you to keep up the good work.

“ Well done…my good and faithful servant”

Matthew 25:21.23

It is also my hopes that this will inspire many of you Ranger Leaders and boys to want to join FCF and be part of
this exciting group of servant leaders.
Last year I mentioned in the Spring Newsletter update about being a good chapter, but, knowing that great was
even better. GOOD IS GOOD, BUT, GREAT IS BETTER. Never be completely satisfied with being just good,
but work towards being great. We have been blessed as we went FROM GOOD…TO GREAT! as a Chapter
and as the NYMN Royal Rangers.
No stopping, lets continue to keep high goals, except no mediocrity, but give only a 100% to God as he expects
nothing less. There is much more and greater blessing to be received beyond our understanding, once again, not
just as a Chapter, but as the NYMN Royal Rangers.
Through the empowerment and grace of God, lets impact our world for the kingdom

“ Whatever you do, work at it with your heart, as working for the Lord.”
Colossians 3:23

Important Updates - FCF New Membership & Advancements
All Ranger leaders and FCF members please take notice, effective immediately, that membership / advancement
requirements for boys to join the Frontiersmen Camping Fellowship and FCF member advancements have been
revised. New membership requirements for leaders remains the same. The current requirements are still in effect,
but the transition period will conclude 12/31/21, unless changed otherwise. If any updated announcements are
made with regard to the deadline date, you will be notified accordingly.
The new membership requirements are as follows:
Frontiersman – Current: DR Gold Eagle / AR Bronze / ER E1
New:
Complete requirements for the following merit skills: Camping and First Aid Skills
or First Aid CPR
Buckskin – Current: AR Silver / ER E2
New:
AR Bronze / ER E1 Merits:12 listed trade related merits i.e. hide tanning, leather, etc.
Wilderness - Current: AR Gold / ER E3
New:
AR Silver / ER E2 Merits: Black Powder Safety or Archery; and Wilderness Survival

Fall Trace
Date: October 2 – 4, 2020
Since all prior events had to be canceled, this event still remains in effect to take place this fall and will be open
to all campers to join with the FCF. The Adirondack Chapter will host activities, evening council assemblies,
and will be running the ‘FRONTIER ADVENTURE’ for new members to join. These efforts will also be
combined with some formats normally associated with Pow Wow. We also hope to announce some additional
boys training activities, in order to assist outpost with their advancement efforts. The intention is to encourage
everyone to get out, get away, get caught up, bring your boys and have some good outdoor fun. We hope and
believe that this will be a largely attended event. A great way to end a challenging trial and kick off a new Ranger
year.
With regard to FCF members, please be advised that the Buckskin Challenge and Wilderness Vigil advancement
experiences will be offered. Information will be posted on the RR Network website. All candidates must
immediately reach out to your designated advancement representative to receive instruction and begin
preparation.

A follow-up notices will go out in the beginning of September to all leaders to detail this event and provide any
pre-registration information. Pre-registration will be kept as simple, easy and flexible as possible, but still enforce
the safety guidelines required to keep our boys protected. FCF members will also receive additional
memorandums to the same in preparing for this event, which will also include other Ranger Leaders that will be
solicited for help to participate in making this event exciting.
We do not know what the future holds with regard to statewide social distancing guidelines or if there will be any
adverse change in the pandemic status. As such, this has prevented us from committing to any long term advanced
planning. Therefore, please keep in mind that this can always be subject to change if matters become beyond our
control. In the interim, let’s move forward as time is short and many outposts are just getting back to normal, so
use this time to start planning now.

“ Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty. ”

Proverbs 21:5
To Give and to Serve

(

)

Since everyone did not have the opportunity to attend the Spring Trace, Pow Wow and for those FCF members
were not able to attend the Territorial Rendezvous this past October, there has been some wonderful
improvements to the property and to the FCF Village that we are excited for you to see and enjoy. This was
accomplished by the hard work of many volunteers. Nevertheless, there is always work to be done to maintain
and improve the property and the Village. As such there will be another Camp Workday scheduled in August for
individuals to volunteer and serve. For FCF members, all hours can be applied to your Trappers Brigade service
advancement.
In FCF, our FCF motto identifies our mission’s effort. But just the same, this applies to all Ranger leaders and
Boys as this means that we all should continually look for ways to be of service to our fellow man.
FCF members have a long history of providing service at the local church and to the far reaches of the earth. The
Trappers Brigade is that service aspect of FCF that promotes the active and ongoing involvement of FCF members
in service to their outpost, church, community and world.
Remember to enter and compete recording all of your information using the on-line mobile App:
There will also be other Trappers Brigade service opportunities offered involving the NYMN property at the Hills
of Windsor. Keep a look out for future announcements from the Trappers Brigade Representative.

Missions
In addition, keep a further eye out as our NYMN RR Missions Coordinator / FCF Pathfinders Representative
will be sending out information on future missions opportunities for everyone to get involved. Remember,
God’s work did not “Shutdown” with the rest of the world and still goes on and is more needed than ever. We
should all eagerly be looking forward to this with great expectation as we see what God has for us and how we
can serve Him in this capacity. Once again, it’s not just for FCF, these missions endeavors apply for all Ranger
Leaders and Royal Rangers. Let’s give our support and get involved!

****

FCF Members Only Business
Annual Dues
Just a reminder that dues covers the Rangers year from September 1st through August 31st and is expected to
be paid each year at the Fall Trace, if not, prior to the end of the calendar year, December 31st. Since we did not
have a Fall 2019 nor a Spring 2020 Trace many members need to catch up with their 19/20 dues obligation. This
Fall Trace will be the opportunity to bring your account current and submit your 20/21 annual dues as well. If
you will not be in attendance, it should be sent in to be received by our Chapter Scribe. Contact information can
be obtained on the RR Network website.
Let’s continue to be good stewards of what God has blessed and provided for us. Let’s work together to keep
every member in ‘Good Standing

****
Closing Remarks
I look forward to the Fall Trace and I hope that you do too. I cherish the fellowship and the atmosphere of praise
and worship that is experienced at these events. On behalf of the FCF Chapter, Executive Staff, RR Network
Director / FCF Chairman, Steve Monez and myself, we all have great enthusiasm for this Trace, and we hope you
do too. The leaders are the “carriers”, so let this excitement be “contagious” and “positively” spread to your boys.
It will be exciting to see how God will move once again. Expectations are high, so come with open hearts, ready
to serve, be blessed , and have fun.
As always, I look forward to seeing everyone and it is my prayer that you will attend the 2020 Fall Trace
‘Ad Dare Servire’,

Richard “Jacob’s Staff” Franco
FCF President, Adirondack Chapter

THE FCF PLEDGE
I share with you the warmth and glow of this campfire.
These crimson flames are a symbol of our fellowship and adventures in camping.
I promise to share with you the warmth of Christian friendship and with others the light of my Christian testimony.
I promise to keep alive the spirit of FCF in my personal life and to observe at all times the principles of Royal Rangers

